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~~" By Walter Pincus: : ¥ Around If am.; the two showed up, 
Washington Post Staff Writer Carson: said, - “dressed. .vety: casual” 
] and: described: themselves as “travel 
ers from-Washirigton, D.C.22.-00) 4. Pe 
_ i The:younger: ‘Russian. went: *6 the. 
newspaper rack, - uwhile;.his .. friend 
asked for books “on industry. in Las | 
Vegas,” Carson said. Las Vegas is outa 
of pounds: for. Soviet: embassy person-: 
nel. because of its. proximity to Nellis: 
Air! Force. ‘Base an da. nus 
clear test site..-""~ * 
" ¢When: Carson: told, the: Ss 
gambling. was-the- one.industry. in. La 
Vegas, he:. said. he. 7 
‘around the library. 
“Shortlys; however, 
hack.with a book “on: nd Nevada test 
sites,” Carson recalled... The: volume 
was’ the: 300-page ‘environmental im- 
pact. statement for the: Nevada site,: 
where: ‘the U.S. Soest conducts 
dt ts:nuclear . sweap- 


senior Russian: Renees {0° miake 
small: hoe with: assistant Ubrartan: 


Nev, “in. ‘December 1977’ “ta. : 
valleys south‘of ‘town’as’ ‘possible: sites” 
for the new,. giant: MX. intereontinen, 
tal. ballistic missiles “"... on 

-Then, last*month, with Ely.now fas, * 
vorite~ ‘to- base some: iM. missiles,» A 
‘ came the Soviets, dressed in. jeans.and « 
sport shirts.and =: -almost 2,500 “miles: 
" grom theirposts:in. Washington.'They’ : 
identified. themselves: as. Miadimix, Eva 
‘soy and Viadimir "Militsyn..’ The: ie 
einbassy lists Kvasov ‘as a eee 
commander: and’ an’ assistant’ military: 
attache and: Militsyn‘as a civilian’ 
ploye of. the’ attache’s office.” 

Trailing © “Sight. behind them, 
sometimes: even a. }: step mee were 


“agents ‘of. RBI. 
pcrsape ae atnaiiaath ‘of: the: reat 
JThat October dax* the, Russiansy: and 
“the: FBI, visited: Ely ‘(population 6,500) 
“is-one the: townspeople will not forget. . 
It was, moreover, ‘an eveut that: pro- 
vides a .vivid.. glimpse at one: of the: 
_sometimes: humorous but. often ” “Seri- 
“ous .-intelligence” = games. = regularly: 
: played| by the. two;superpower's.. 
“Military. ‘attaches: ‘are, in-a- ‘sense! = 
“gal spies. “Stationed ‘in~ each’. other's 
capitals,.they: »,tegularly. travel, trying*, 
to collect whatever’ information: that : 
might . pros eyseful. -And. those’ wane’ 
derings: ar always monitored : by: the». 
host: -country!g security, -agents--the: ‘ 
“KGB in the Soviet’ Unio =e the - FBI 


“At one e point, : Ha'asked me , if ra: 
ever: beenvto Russia,” she said; an 
later he gaye eri strated book 
-on SALT: Te. > bed), Ree a oe ere 
i ‘When the: yok attache returned 4 
tb noo the two degarted,* 
‘but “siot:: befo ; wherea-local’ 
Pun becervatiows wag. About’ 150. In-- 

dians who had: lived’ on a small reser= 

vation in‘town had‘recently moved to-, 

new homes some distance. away,’ Car: j 

son saidshe told them. aot, 

- They sleft;tshecre ecalléed,: saying they z 
wanted: ‘td walk to the old: reservation.” 
When:, ‘the;-FBI i later. interviewed... 
Carson, they, asked her to. give; them! 
the SALT .IL book, and, ok. i ith: : 
them. 
Another: stop- for™ thes: Russia duo": 
swas. the: White.Pine’ county: Chambery 
of Commerce?#3*®: ath he 
Betty: Whitehurst, ‘who m ages the" 
office; had “been: called the -night be- 

. fore; their’ “Qrrival:“by a local law-en- 4 
forcement ‘official? : and. warned of "| 
theirpossible-visit: because of the pat-- 
tern.of their; past. activities. . : 

“ui “They gave me: their height. and. 


nee asica f pes co photocopy 
the: pook,’ and. Carson. tald .them it 
would-have: to be: done: at, the: county 
courthouse. - 
_sThewolder:: Russisn. pant issreok-s 
: league off to do that while he re- 
mained’ at the library: ‘felling Carson, 
as she remembers it, HPT: stay. here . 
‘for security,” since pooks: normally . 
-are not: allawed.to bes ‘ taken.: rom the 
-building py visitors: - aR ete te 
= His. colleague - returned) some.. ‘gina: 
1 ter. to to say, the. courth se} hotgcopy:, 


Se When: the ‘Russians: did’ arrive, they‘! 
‘talked a bit-and. ‘Nisited the town’s mu, 


: “play. the: took: “almost. every.” vitemai ins 
: eluding, they. ‘Chamber: manager-laugh-.| 
ingly. pointed out,.‘ AB ‘Pinch; by, 2-inehy) 


i ian: Riera lineary 

'. ning things: hecause:: cher: b at ns 

rane eco #4 eine = 

It S, very. ee Ae store-OWNEFS. 

_here,”. Whitehurst. said, .because ,be-' 

:, fore, people. could. just‘) walk: out after’ 

being caught ¢"and we couldn't'do. any; 
thing-about it. ae She- could" not exptai 


ergy’ engineer” ‘from 


Ag she-tedalls it?two FBI agen 
needed:.the. informatl or 


rived at: the. dibrary: before'it: ‘opened 
and: Bold) Bees Reesor a wey ‘diplo- 


the Russian’ said he: would ‘do 


; town on the-plane ‘from Biko ; 
tocopying = ‘so that Meyer 


The: Russians: were: pretty tO. 
show: tp’ ats the library; the’ ‘agents! 
told Carson;‘since'they-had ‘dohe: that: 
the day before ‘at’ Elko: ie B OUT 

“Carson was!’given’a” destription of: 
the men“arid*shown' pictures“ b: ithe | 
FBI’ agents:!'They: tol i her td 
them everything ey wants a 


ta. Mike: Bourne, T d,, fo) gener 
“eral information about. the, ‘area 5 
_ the kind of ind i 
my They: ‘told’: Be 
‘an; embassy.in: -Washington;:’and he: 
_ quickly spotted. ‘them as Rugsians,: de> 
- spite their. Western. dress, becsnae,_# as: 
_he put. it, “Hoth thei ae 


"what: eaiths Ely pe “ha 
they Joa with, thems 
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-,and,according: to ‘a} local. “newsman,. 
Spoke Joudly:in Russian: So hs ay 


mors 


Ing the, 

spread as to; what. had. actually: taken: 
place imEbiy ft yee eS 
~~ The'lJocal.tiewspapers’The Ely Daily: 


Times, wrote it up a week later as an 
item in its column that records town 
doings—-some of which is just gossip. 
The sheriff's office, which provided. 
-advance information. to some :towns:: 
“people, .said through a spokesman 
Wednesday that. the - whole- thing 
,never happened. . oe oe, 
«When a» Las- Vegas.: newspaper. 
Jumped on the story, Brig. Gen. Guy: 
‘Hecker, the chief Air Force Spokes 
man on:the MX, said the visit showed 
the Soviets. are, concerned :aboutsthe: 
“missile. i : Baers tena Dok 
“o He. oe 


Fed ok a ncaa eam 


~ 


~ 


Approved For Release 2005/01/12 : CIA-RDP88-01315R000400350030-0 


* 


